The Time Signature Symbol
 – A Brief Review

We look at the “time signature” somewhat like a fraction, to indicate to players/conductors how to count their music.
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The symbols used for a time signature are made up of two parts or numbers.

 The top number is called a numerator: 

The top number instructs us on how many beats there are in a measure/bar.

 The bottom number is called a denominator.

 The bottom number tells us specifically which note value gets one beat. E.g. The above example states that there are four beats in a measure and a quarter notes gets one beat.

	Denominator
	Value
	E.g.

	4
	Crotchet    
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	8
	Quaver [image: image5.jpg]
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	2
	Minim [image: image7.jpg]minim
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	16
	Semi quaver    [image: image9.jpg]
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	1 (very rare)
	Semibreve [image: image11.jpg]O
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Meter
Beats are also grouped into regularly recurring patterns of strong (>) and weak ([image: image12.png]


) beats called meter. These metric groupings are divided into measures by barlines: There are two of different types of metre:
1. Simple

Means that you count beats of the bar with regular beats of even numbers.
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e.g. 
4/4, 2/4, 2/2, 3/8
2. Compound
Means that you count beats of the bar with beats of three/ irregular (practically anything that is “dotted”.
e.g.
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e.g. ( a lot of denominator “8” are compound
6/8, 12/8
To tell if it’s “duple”, “triple”, “quadruple” we just simple count the accents! (2=duple, 3=triple, 4=quadruple), this are labeled as “beat divisions” here is brief view on the different accents each metre has:
1. Duple meter is the alternation of strong and weak beats, where there are two beats per measure:
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2. Triple meter has three beats per measure, the first beat usually being the strong beat.
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3. Quadruple meter has four beats per measure. The first and third beats are stressed, the first beat usually being stronger than the third:
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It’s important not to confuse beat division with meter (beat grouping). Beat division is where the beats themselves are divided into two or three parts.  Understanding beat division is crucial to understanding time signatures.
Helpful Diagrams!

Labels
	Beat Division
	Beats per bar
	Meter type

	2
	2
	Simple Duple

	2
	3
	Simple Triple

	2
	4
	Simple Quadruple

	3
	2
	Compound Duple

	3
	3
	Compound Triple

	3
	4
	Compound Quadruple


Time Signatures
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= 4 x � HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com.au/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1680&bih=847&tbm=isch&tbnid=n87corwm4_gdsM:&imgrefurl=http://rathboneguitar.edublogs.org/feed/&docid=9XX4vkuii2rMAM&imgurl=http://rathboneguitar.edublogs.org/files/2010/10/notes_-_crotchet-qogxpr.jpg&w=113&h=246&ei=9cvHUKzaJOTRmAWKh4CQBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=321&dur=1139&hovh=196&hovw=90&tx=75&ty=109&sig=105124595185542691773&page=1&tbnh=135&tbnw=64&start=0&ndsp=49&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:0,i:114" ��� per bar





= 3 x �per bar





= 3 x �per bar





= 6 x� per bar





= 1 x� per bar





BUT in saying that. it does not necessarily mean to count in those units.


e.g. What’s the difference between 











AND














WELL!!


We count 6/4 in 2 x � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://o.quizlet.com/pf1jhaFV4SVAOfxf1d.1kQ_m.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


We call this compound duple time





AND





We count 3/2 3 x �            �             �                                      


We call this simple triple time


 


                                              





= 6 x � HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com.au/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1680&bih=847&tbm=isch&tbnid=n87corwm4_gdsM:&imgrefurl=http://rathboneguitar.edublogs.org/feed/&docid=9XX4vkuii2rMAM&imgurl=http://rathboneguitar.edublogs.org/files/2010/10/notes_-_crotchet-qogxpr.jpg&w=113&h=246&ei=9cvHUKzaJOTRmAWKh4CQBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=321&dur=1139&hovh=196&hovw=90&tx=75&ty=109&sig=105124595185542691773&page=1&tbnh=135&tbnw=64&start=0&ndsp=49&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:0,i:114" ���= 6 crotchet beats???





= 3 x� = 6 crotchet beats???





BUT


WHY???








